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Buffer Zones in the Neo-Assyrian Empire (911- 609 B.C)
Assist. Prof. Emad Abdel-Azeem Ashour

Abstract:

The Assyrian kings had various options to ensure control over
newly occupied lands. They could integrate the territories as part of
the empire or transform local political systems into paying tribute as
vassal states. For flexibility and stability, the Assyrian kings worked
on creating buffer zones. These zones were indirectly under Assyrian
control, maintaining a certain degree of independence, and were
spread along of Assyria's borders in the north, west, and east. Buffer
zones refer to neutral areas situated between competing states,
providing a certain degree of security for the involved parties. These
opposing forces may collaborate to establish an independent state that
maintains peace between them. Assyria was a powerful imperial state
that successfully controlled vast territories through military force,
invasion policies, and diplomacy.

Keywords: Buffer zone, State zone, Assyria, Urartu, Egypt, Palestine,
Elam.

e

ORI
By cga (e 3350l Blapall (e Aliaie Aludis o8 AL ueY ) Dlalin)
Ll 8 Gaa lagie &5 Al Al aiag Ciligus oopal Aen e Akl
o Dle i LS5l mBIS Lelaiind Sl ¢ ey sl e dablic
G e dlalad) gaally dmauhall 3l (pe Alainall 3550 Yl tleie (e Bac
Pl e syl (BIE cAilaial) oda b A aSally dpald) 35850 3585 dayo
Gty Lo dahiall dadlind) dual) clag)y dihidl o3¢ dalinadl s, Al oY)
() 2 el K elly dndlingl caluluully

™ Bradley Parker, “Geographies of Power: Territoriality and Empire during the
Mesopotamian Iron Age”, Archeological Papers of the American
Anthropological Association 22, no. 1 (2012): 136.
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