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Sweets in Greco-Roman Egypt

Abstract: Undoubtedly, food is essential for humans to survive, regardless of its
type and quality. However, at the same time, it often reflects a person’s economic
and social status. Hence, it has become necessary to study food of all kinds
thoroughly. This study sheds light on one of the types of food in Greco-Roman
Egypt, sweets, relying on various sources, especially papyri. It attempts to identify
the types of sweets during this period, how to prepare each of them, public and
private celebrations that were associated with sweets in one way or another, and
the sweets trade and its most important external and internal sources. Finally, the
extent to which sweets are related to different population groups is also tackled to
determine whether the entire population of Egypt, of all categories, could eat
sweets whenever they wanted or whether sweets were just a secondary food eaten
only at certain times and occasions.

Keywords: Food, Cakes, Dried fruit, Festivals, Trade, Alexandria, Gifts.
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@ Emanuela Battaglia, 'Artos' Il lessico della panificazione nei papiri greci
(Milano: Vita e Pensiero, 1989), 101-127.
@) Francoise Perpillou-Thomas, Fétes d'Egypte ptolémaique et romaine d'aprés la

documentation papyrologique grecque (Louvanii: Centre National de la
Recherche Scientifique, 1993), 196-201.
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@ Athanassios Vergados, “Hermes and the Figs (On P.Oxy. 17.2084),” In Traking
Hermes, Pursuing Mercury, ed. John F. Miller and Jenny Strauss Clay (Oxford:
Oxford University Press, 2019): 309-321.

@ Willy Clarysse, “Egypt,” In The Routledge Handbook of Diet and Nutrition in
the Roman World, ed. Paul Erdkamp and Claire Holleran (London and New
York: Routledge, Taylor & Francis Group, 2019): 227.

®) John P. Alcock, Food in the Ancient World (Westport: Greenwood Press,
2006), 84; Clarysse, “Egypt,” 227.
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@ p.Cair.Zen. IV 59707, I. 6 (Mid. 3™ Cent. B.C.); P.Cair.Zen. IV 59569, |. 89 (246/245
B.C.?); BGU VI 1495, II. 10, 29, 39 (3" Cent. B.C.); UPZ 1 89, Il. 2, 5, 12 (159 B.C.);
P.Mich. V 246, I. 2 (Mid. 1 Cent. A.D.); P.Oxy. IX 1211 = Sel.Pap. 11 403, |. 5 (2"
Cent. A.D.); P.Lond. 11 190, I. 34 (2" Cent. A.D.).

@ UPZ 189, 1.2 (159 B.C.); SB XVI 12515, Col. I, I. 6 (Mid.-Late 1* Cent. A.D.); SB V
7572, 1. 3-4 (A.D. 104?); O.Heid. 391, I. 2 (2™ Cent. A.D.); P.Oxy. XXIV 2424, |. 10
(2"-3" Cent. A.D.); P.Ross.Georg. 11 41, 1. 49 (Late 2"- 3" Cent. A.D.); P.Vet.Aelii 18,
1. 28, 32 (ca. A.D. 222-255); SB 111 7244, 1. 16 (Mid. 3" Cent. A.D.); BGU VII 1668, I.
6 (1°-4" Cent. A.D.).

(3),Battaglia, 'Artos’, 113; Marie Drew-Bear, “Strobilos dans un contexte de féte en
Egypte,” In Atti del XXIlI Congresso Internazionale di Papirologia, ed. Isabella
Andorlini et al., Volume | (Firenze: Istituto papirologico G. Vitelli, 2001): 396. See
also: UPZ 1 89, I. 2 note.

® p.1and.Zen. 53 b, . 35, 61 (ca. Feb.-Mar. 257 B.C.); P.Cair.Zen. IV 59686, I. 15
(Before Apr. 256 B.C.); P.Cair.Zen. V 59821, I. 9 (254/253 B.C.); P.Cair.Zen. IV
59562, |. 21 (After 4 Dec. 253 B.C.); P.Cair.Zen. IV 59707, I. 20 (Mid. 3" Cent. B.C.);
P.Oxy. IV 736 = Sel.Pap. | 186, Il. 50, 81 (ca. A.D. 1); P.Ross.Georg. Il 33, I. 1 (2™
Cent. A.D.); SB XIV 11903 Verso, Il. 6-7 (Late 2" Cent. A.D.).

® Athenaeus, The Deipnosophists, XIV.646 d. See also: Liddell & Scott, s.v. {tpuo;
Battaglia, 'Artos’, 108.

© p.cair.zen. IV 59562, I. 21 note.

) p_Cair.Zen. IV 59707, |. 18 (Mid. 3" Cent. B.C.); P.Oxy. IX 1211 = Sel.Pap. 11 403, .
7 (2nd Cent. A.D.); P.Stras. V 339, Il. 3, 10, 15 (ca. A.D. 200); P.Wisc. | 29 Verso, I. 3
(A.D. 242-302); P.Oxy. XIV 1655, |. 5 (After A.D. 260); P.Oxy. V1936, |. 11 (3" Cent.
A.D.); SB V19303, I. 7 (3 Cent. A.D.).

® P.Lond. 111 964, 1. 20 (Late 2™ Cent.-3" Cent. A.D.).
©) Drew-Bear, “Strobilos,” 396. See also: Battaglia, ‘Artos', 121-122.
(19 Battaglia, 'Artos', 105, 121.
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@ p.Cair.Zen. 1V 59708, I. 5 (Mid. 3" Cent. B.C.); P.Cair.Zen. IV 59569, |. 86
(246/245 B.C.?); SB XVI 12515, Col. Il, I. 5 (Mid-Late 1% Cent. A.D.); SB XII
11021, I. 9 (1%-2" Cent. A.D.).

@ Clarysse, “Egypt,” 227.

®) Liddell & Scott, s.v. mondvov; Battaglia, 'Artos’, 123.

@) p.Cair.Zen. IV 59708, I. 4 (Mid. 3" Cent. B.C.).

©) Battaglia, 'Artos’, 117.

© p.Mert. 11 85, I. 15 (After A.D. 229/230); P.Laur. | 20, I. 12 (1* Half of 3 Cent.
A.D.); P.Oxy. V1 936, . 10 (3" Cent. A.D.); P.Wisc. 11 60, I. 9 (3" Cent. A.D.). See
also: P.Gascou 63, I. 9 (ca. A.D. 320); P.Oxy. XLVIII 3406, I. 11 (4™ Cent. A.D.).

() P.Mert. 11 85, . 14 note; Battaglia, 'Artos', 115.

® p.Col. VIII 215 = SB V 7660, I. 30 (ca. A.D. 100); P.Oxy. | 113, I. 31 (2™ Cent. A.D.).
©) p.Cair.Goodsp. 30, Col. XLII, I. 5 (After 25 May A.D. 192).
(19 p Cair.Goodsp. 30, Col. XLII, I. 5 note.

(1) Battaglia, 'Artos', 111.

(12) p.Cair.Goodsp. 30, Col. VI, I. 21, Col. VIII, I. 22, Col. XII, I. 17 (After 25 May
A.D. 192); P.Stras. V 339, I. 7 (ca. A.D. 200).

(13 Battaglia, 'Artos', 106.

) UPZ 189, 1. 9 (159 B.C.); BGU XV 2469, Col. II, I. 2 (2™ Cent. A.D.). See also:
P.Oxy. X 1297, 1. 17 (4™ Cent. A.D.); O.Bodl. Il 2154, Il. 4, 6 (4™ Cent. A.D.).

15 BGU XV 2469, Col. 11, I. 2 note.

(18) Battaglia, 'Artos', 105.
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W' upPz 189, 1. 15 (159 B.C.).

@ Battaglia, 'Artos', 111.

® UPZ 189, Il. 15, 16 (159 B.C.).

@) Battaglia, 'Artos', 116.

®) p.Lond. 11 190, I. 37 (2™ Cent. A.D.).

® Liddell & Scott, s.v. GpTOQOIVLE.

() Clarysse, “Egypt,” 227.

®) p.Cair.Zen. IV 59680, |. 22 (263-256 B.C.?); P.Cair.Zen. 1 59012 = SB 111 6779, Il.
1. 21, 95 (259 B.C.); P.Cair.Zen. | 59013 = SB 111 6780, I. 3 (259 B.C.); P.Lond.
VIl 2141, 1. 19 (258 B.C.); P.Cair.Zen. | 59110, Il. 22-23, 34 (26 Nov. 257 B.C.);
P.Cair.Zen. 1 59547, |. 2 (ca. 26 Nov. 257 B.C.); P.Cair.Zen. IV 59548, |. 40 (After
2 Dec. 257 B.C.); P.Petr. 111 136, I. 22 (3" Cent. B.C.); P.Petr. 111 142, I. 16 (3"
Cent. B.C.); UPZ | 101 = P.Par. 57, |. 12 (After 25 Sept. 156 B.C.); P.Munch. Il
57, 1. 13 (2" Cent. B.C.); BGU V111 1881, I. 9 (80-30 B.C.); SB XVIII 13222, 1. 6
(Late? 1% Cent. A.D.); P.Mert. 111 113, I. 12 (2" Cent. A.D.); P.Tebt. 11 414, 1I. 1-2,
8 (2" Cent. A.D.); SB XIV 12177, |. 7 (Early 3" Cent. A.D.); P.Oxy. XVII 2084, II.
3, 13, 21, 28, 30, 35, 37 (3" Cent. A.D.); P.Oxy. XLII 3065, I. 13 (3" Cent. A.D.);
O.Kellis 65, I. 3 (3" Cent. A.D.); O.Kellis 102, I. 13 (3-4™ Cent. A.D.).
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@ Clarysse, “Egypt,” 225-226.

Y XY laglly Glisdl Gppeanll DA peae b cbilly alekal) cdena ila ) ()
®) p.Ross.Georg. 11 19, I. 16 (A.D. 141).

@ P.Hib. Il 271 descr., I. 5 (ca. 230 B.C.); SB XVI 12375, |. 76 (ca. 180 B.C.);
P.Lond. 111 897, Il. 16-17 (A.D. 84); P.Graux 11 10, I. 12 (1* Cent. A.D.); SB V
7743, 11. 14-15 (1%-2" Cent. A.D.?); SB XIV 11329, |. 2 (A.D. 128/129); BGU
111 801, I. 15 (2™ Cent. A.D.); P.Mert. 111 112, I. 16 (2" Cent. A.D.); P.Oxy. llI
529, 1. 5 (2" Cent. A.D.); P.Oxy. XIV 1759, I. 7 (2™ Cent. A.D.); BGU | 247, .
7 (2M-3" Cent. A.D.); P.Lund. IV 11 = SB VI 9348, Col. I, I. 24 (2"-3" Cent.
A.D.); P.Oxy. VIII 1158, I. 18 (3" Cent. A.D.); P.Oxy. XLII 3065, I. 12 (3"
Cent. A.D.); P.Sijp. 59 b, I. 10 (3™ Cent. A.D.); SPP XXII 75, I. 42 (3" Cent.
A.D.); P.Oxy. VII 1070, I. 31 (3" Cent. A.D.); P.NYU II 51, I. 39 (3"-4™ Cent.
A.D.). See also: P.Lond. 11l 1259 Recto, I. 20 (ca. A.D. 330); P.Herm. 23, I. 4
(4" Cent. A.D.); SPP XX 75, Col. II, I. 16 (4" Cent. A.D.); P.KéIn 11 111, I. 17
(5M-6" Cent. A.D.); P.Mich. XV 740, I. 3 (6™ Cent. A.D.); P.Got. 17 Recto, I.
19, Verso, II. 6, 18 (6™-7" Cent. A.D.); SB XX 14210, I. 4 (7" Cent. A.D.).

®) p.Mich. 11 123 Verso, Col. V, |. 21 (A.D. 45/46); SB XX 14576 = P.Princ. | 13,
13, 1. 21 (After A.D. 46/47); P.Oxy. LIX 3992, . 9 (2" Cent. A.D.). See also: SB
XX 15129, 1. 2 (6™ Cent. A.D.).
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@ p.Oxy. 111529, 1. 5-7 (2" Cent. A.D.).
@ p.Oxy. XLII 3065, II. 12-13 (3" Cent. A.D.).
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@ p_.Cair.Zen. IV 59683, |. 1 (263-256 B.C.?); P.Cair.Zen. 1 59004 = SB 111 6777,
1. 20, 22, 24, 27, 31, 39, 47, 49, 53, 54, 55, 56, 66, 72 (259 B.C.?); P.Cair.Zen. |
59005, II. 1, 3 (259 B.C.?); P.Mich. 1 28 = SB 111 6798, I. 32 (256 B.C.); P.Lond.
VII 2140 Recto, II. 6, 18, 23 (Mid. 3" Cent. B.C.); PSI VI 580, |. 3 (246/245
B.C.?); P.Col. IV 77 Recto, II. 28, 34, 37 (245-239 B.C.?); BGU VI 1495, Il. 28,
40 (3" Cent. B.C.); BGU VIII 1883, I. 16 (59 B.C.); P.Oxy. IV 736, I. 82 (ca.
A.D. 1); P.Oxy. XVII 2148, II. 3-4 (A.D. 27); SB XVI 12515, Col. 11, II. 1, 2, 10,
18, 20, 29, 31, 41 (Mid.-Late 1% Cent. A.D.); P.Oxy.Hels. 33, I. 4 (1%-2" Cent.
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Cent. A.D.); P.Oxy. VII 1070, I. 31 (3" Cent. A.D.); P.Oxy. VIII 1158, II. 17-18
(3" Cent. A.D.); P.Oxy. XLII 3065, II. 12-13 (3" Cent. A.D.).
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P.Oxy. V1936, Il. 10-11 (3" Cent. A.D.); P.Oxy. XX 2273, II. 8-9 (Late 3" Cent.
AD.).

®) p Cair.zen. 1 59012 = SB 111 6779, II. 21, 95 (259 B.C.).
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@ Bror Olsson, Papyrusbriefe aus der frilhesten Rémerzeit (Uppsala: Almquist
and Wiksells Boktryckeri, 1925), 143; Llewelyn, “The eig (tnv) oikiav
Formula,” 76.

@ p.Lond. 111897, 1. 16-19 (A.D. 84).

@ P.Lond. 111964, I. 20 (Late 2" Cent.-3" Cent. A.D.).

®) p.Cair.Zen. 1 59110, Il. 22-23, 34-35 (26 Nov. 257 B.C.); P.Cair.Zen. | 59547, Il.
2-3 (ca. 26 Nov. 257 B.C.); P.Cair.Zen. IV 59548, Il. 40-41 (After 2 Dec. 257 B.C.).




le IS bl N s (tpoyipona) wlheas of Y kil O (s o)
Pla il Jain Gaad 8 ) Glgraall L)) AlaYl cdiiak)) 468U Lals diayy
e i) bl lay Wl olySh e b cadBY) Calise 1) daKiy) e Jal)
Vel o lad Giday 8 caindl) Gl sy csslall e aals g e gylal)
AISY) e B ) s
C A I Al he A s dsms ) A5V Al Jpandl ey s GG
Lo s ¥ Vs ellia o dald (Ala Yo) eVl dlle 3 ag) Jualls Jud)l
G aiday L) b Jubll Qlalad G g(@ls 1) dubll daally 4 Jupdll dla
cal i (68ehpog) &1 5 (Buydmp) Aul 5f (vidg) ol S (uimnp) o 5l (maTip)
Jesll a5} (piR0Q) s ) Gpra dibay L) Blial uhalsl cpn 3 - (80EMQT)
Agga il edlall sda o Wl a3l el ¢ aae Gatin (Kl (<Y YY)
Jubll ddalie o 3 eVl e LES 8 4580 (K5 Q) LSty (e all (mey 3
12 Jubll aadiad Loy e edadlls i Lol 8ygpally Jmy ¥ 08 'E adly alulye
S 4lina @Bl 0 B G alubie (s 4t 2 AY ) 350 el e il Ladll
ool dadly Gu el lalad a8 G S addl) ) WS L dee ADle 4y adayss
0sS O gs pliaYl e g€ Tl T il eadalad 8 gl LS o) WS
"l Ladly dingy lalad 8z g3l o) LS (palasY) e Wia o s 8 Al dllia
Juw Glo i d3ay (Jadlly 8] Uy o o0 "1 Laily Leas) alalad dag 3l
3 ale s YN L ladll By B sl Al Qi) s Gesl) of JGd)
()

(Dsisn Leghuly g (smblass asSsl alady M) V) i sy (e Gpaalr
Chrealh iy wing) Gusplass pusilsh ibalads

W BGU 111801, II. 15-17 (2™ Cent. A.D.); P.Oxy. LIX 3992, II. 7-13 (2" Cent. A.D.);
P.Oxy. VII 1070, 1. 31 (3 Cent. A.D.); P.Oxy. VIII 1158, II. 17-18 (3" Cent. A.D.);
P.Oxy. XLI1 3065, II. 12-13 (3" Cent. A.D.).

@ For example: P.Miinch. 111 57 (2" Cent. B.C.); P.Col. VIII 215 = SB V 7660 (ca.
A.D. 100); P.Mert. I11 112 (2" Cent. A.D.).

@) P.Oxy. LIX 3992, Il. 2, 34 (2™ Cent. A.D.).

@ P.Oxy. VIII 1158, 1I. 1, 26 (3" Cent. A.D.).

®) P.Oxy. VII 1070, I. 2 (3" Cent. A.D.). See also: Nicolas Hohlwein, “Papyrus grecs
inédits du Caire,” In Mélanges Maspero. Il. Orient grec, romain et byzantine, Fasc.
1 (Le Caire: Membres de I'Institut francais d'Archéologie orientale, 1934): 26-27.
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