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The Office of “katasporeus” in Roman Egypt

Abstract: This research deals with the study of the office of “katasporeus”,
or “inspector of sowing” in Roman Egypt (30 BC - 284 AD), and it was one
of the offices that were occupied by nomination as complusery service
(leitourgia), We will discuss this office in terms of, how it was taking over,
the conditions that must be met in candidates, functions, and duties of
katasporeus, the area of responsibility, the term of his office, the heads of
the katasporeus at work, and the negligence and laxity in performing the
requirements of this office.

Keywords: Egypt, Romans, katasporeus, sowing, irrigation.
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@ Danielle Bonneau, Le Régime Administratif De L'eau Du Nil Dans I'Egypte Grecque, Romaine
et Byzantine (Leiden 1993), 168.

@ Danielle Bonneau, Le Régime Administratif De L'eau Du Nil Dans I'Egypte Grecque, Romaine
et Byzantine, 168-169.

®N. Lewis, Life in Egypt under Roman Rule (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1983), 119.
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@ BGU. 1. 91. Il. 1-7 (AD 170/171, Arsinoite): Meyodwvouw otp(atny®) Apoi(voitov)
Oepiotov k[ai] /Mo[Aép(wvog)] pepi[Slwv /mapd IM[a]oiwvog Tod kaf[l] AidVpov
[kwp]oyp(appatéwg) /Taiel kal IBiwvog (Eikooimevtapovpdv). /aitovpevog UG cov
ovopata eig AJpva]o/telav TG yewopévng ém'ayabois katacmo/pds SiSopel ToLG
vmoyeyp (AUUEVOUG).

®) p. Petaus. 52.11. 1-6 (A D 185/186 Ptolemais Hormou): AmoAAwtd otp(atny®d) Apoi(voitov)
‘HpakA(eldov) p[e]pi[8o]g/ mapa Metatitog kwpoyp (appatéws) Mtorep[a]i[S]og / “Oppov
Kal GAAWVY Kop@V. aitovpevos / Vo 00T dvopata mi te Aipvacpod /kal Kataomopds Tol
€veoT®TOG KS (£Toug) Sidw /pel Toug VToyeyp(apupévous).

© p.Oxy. 17. 2121. 11.41-44; 79-83 (AD 209-10 Arsinoite).
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e (e el 40N ((aV VY=Y AA) DS o haliay) age dAled (Y IV/YVT)
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ASED a5 ey (Yo e ) e i) Lyl AN e Le V) (e eliely (o saiay
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'p, Ryl. 2. 90. Il. 35-36; 51-52; 22-23 (A. D 200-225, Arsinoite).

® p, Leit. 6 (AD 216-17? Arsinoite) = SB. 8. 10198; Naphtali Lewis, Leitourgia Papyri:
Documents on Compulsory Public Service in Egypt under Roman Rule, Transactions of the
American Philosophical Society, Vol. 53, No. 9 (1963): 15; Johnson, A. C., Roman Egypt to
the Reign of Diocletian, An Economic Survey of Ancient Rome, ed. by T. Frank, vol. 11.)
Baltimore: (London: Milford: The Johns Hopkins Press, 1936), 615. No. 360.
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@5 blaglly Lalad) Al e LeV pLall iyl Guibalsall G eland e
ela s tadi hpadl) o goial alil Gudlonads ulgrsis€ (il gl g

(II. 30-32: didopev kai eicayyéhopev tovlg €7 [€yyelyplap]uévoug | :Led
nuedv  xpglafg t]jod &tovg mAn[plo[co]viag eomopovg [Klai  €mtndeiovg TV

Aaladls s LI Osanity Ying petsSl colinl Cmpadll clilsl ()lady aads 1l civdovow)
O Lalall il gase o calal) 138 ciloddy ALl
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oesaliad A S by OIS Alls gAY CEllasl) (mays s sanliS)
S Asely bl e elow caliag Loy Ujie Zadagll mdipall ol S5 Ll ol caulf)
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SUD a0 e AU il 45 5l A 8 2y Le celld e Jliag . Ll
sl sS) sl (MU (il @IS G Aluyally (21 VY IV ) s
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©@BGU. I. 91. II. 5-8 (AD 170/171 Arsinoite).
19 p_petaus. 52.11. 3-7 (AD 185/186 Ptolemais Hormou).
@ p.Ryl. 2. 90. II. 30-32 (AD 200-225, Arsinoite).
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(E. 9. Il. 9-10: TTtodhdig Xou[p]quovog —.Aedlyy Voo laynd syt aidy (Sld
dafolg Nepepdtog Emk(exinuévog) “Hpov Ex(wv) mop(ov) (dpoypog) o/

sl S A (ra B Llants M. o(poieng) Ex(v) mpo(v) (Bpaxmis) )
OSSN Ay e Vysanay ilyall Sians LS M) g ysanadiyl cre dadl
(vovi [Mluvaotils sl s (alall ) e Ysie ganal & «(éyrurieiov)
Olsas cAealy Yoo vy 508 CilSliae (e (585 Al 435 e s kod KoTaoTOPEDS)

L MMl ov s sy 35 4y i Jlea) &1 of cdaalin Yoo Ay

sl consyal puidalsall CilHae 3 Y 4 /Y09 Alall A se cssian) (e A
Ve el AT Gl (masy elJiily cupall iy coplly il Adgyune
D) Gl el e IV Caailly A5 50 il (e Ay 5 Al
liliadlly dcalad) Y o Le Yl ALall cpn ) Guilalgal) sy il Shias )38
Al (émi te Aipvaopod kal apdeiag [K]al [kataomopdg]) csall H3g gyl

O dada Vv v oy Gulaseadds GailsasiS

2 BGU. I. 91 (AD 170/171 Arsinoite).

) Chr. Wilck. 392. Il. 2-5 (AD 100-199). “[Apte]uidw[plos MtoAepaiov ApTeptSodpou
Awovuoapio(v) (€t@v) A8 [ye]vop[e]vog mpdktwp kal émnpnt(fg) évkukieio(v), vuvi
[AJuvac[t]s kal kataomopels £[xJowv oikom(eda) (Spayxudv) B, (dpovpag) €
(Spayuav) I' (yivovtar) (Spoypal) E.”.

9p.Oxy. 17. 2121. 11.41-44; 79-83 (AD 209-10 Arsinoite). (Il. 41-44: kai gig o p[o] oTijvar Tod
Te Apvafo]uod kal apd[el]ag kal kataomopds kol ouvvkou[idfig] kal T®V GAAwv
Snuociwv mavtwv [tfig k] (ung) e [[Apai(*)s Bir'tdtog wg (ET®v) Ae éxw(v) mo(pov) év
oixom(£8015) (Spayu®dv) Al]); (1. 79-83: kai i T0 Mpootijvan Tod Te Atpvaouod x[a]i
apdiag. 80kal kataomopds Kol cuvvkoudiic kal TV GAAwv Snpociwv TAVTWY Tiig
ko (ung). Mebiws Zokovarmews Kpovuplog wg (ET®dv) Ae Exwv mopov v oikom(£80Lc)
(Spaxpdv) A.)

@9 p_Ryl. 2. 90. 11.22-23; 30-32; 51-52 (AD 200-225, Arsinoite).




€Y Ye ol calad) aml) — Ay jldaal) g Aa, Ul bl pall g §

s semlilsl) il g A (madipal) cilslian

Fa olsal aganl
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RETEAPE - Chres. Wilck. 392. 11. 2-5
P. Oxy. 17. 2121. Il. 41-44;
79-83.

P. Ryl. 2. 90. Il. 22-25; 35-
37; 51-53.
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Deel 1 GuspysealilQl dayday Jol el A3le 8 DL (e Jaadl LS
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o8] Gugntlyind (A Gense Ll (o7 1) sdlall sl () Adany 35550 Ao (&

((PlUtus) (usisly (ol (PaUsirs) Cmiyss Gesliysl sy sisblSH (a g o f

“9p Ryl. 2.90. . 37.

@ Chr. Wilck. 392. 1. 2.

&P Ryl. 2. 90. I. 26; P. Oxy. 17. 2121. Il. 44; 82.
9p Ryl. 2.90.I. 25.

©)p Ryl. 2.90. . 38.
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& ot Gmn (sled Ala maal clo Cagylaly (gl g pe 4Bl s L e
Y Jls 430 es gDl bl oyl die Bala Al oslady (re sLad) dag i
Y 1y LSl Cayay VAl Sanal Caligal) 13 Jie LS 1) Gptiase ) 5o
Sl cleia Qs 5l Lg aaaty o GlSals IS Layy () edalisal) Copmy oS o 48] iy
ALl pLaa¥) aali ) el aas Leyys Lo LS ) Ledgpn 3e i e Hald (S ol
lie ) )yl DA s (Ui e caaaddind ) D) Aall mllal 450 5
7. 590 2 0yl
ASlalaidly (g ) sauslilS) alga — ¥

58 1dY) Jlaal ((agn llae (b ailaliaialy dalga (usyysanlilSl Gl il
Jaaall Wl Lgie )y (Ao altyly ¢ il asis ecasandl 5 Auald el Jlae
oLy elgiibiay 35l by bl oy (o Cihay) Tala (o)l Jlae seb 150
Neaudai o Aglall ol gial)
e 3l Jlas -

el ) e Byde ddias ¢y enSH aal 21 5540 sall G
gl Jgsse (A sephiall lgaady glS Al aldlall 84y a8 olS g0 50l
A el sy S Apall cejhe & Eum ¢ ) L [y 58 e Jyaall
sl bl e Jsanll ((kopoypappoateds) s shlalase Sl Al cwls

@D P, Wisc. 2. 61 (AD 303 Oxyrhynchite); (Il. 29-31: [AvpH]Atog Mav[oT]pig Gubd[pokal [Tov]
[6pxov] ¢ mpok[etal AVp(HAog) Qpog Fypapa] [Vmip aJvtod pn [£i]86TOg
ypa[ppatal).

@2 p. Erl. 89 (1-7 Cent. AD); Zevopoevo[D@is -ca.?-] KATAOTOPELS moAews Eypa(Pev)
Appod(lorog) [Umep a]toD pn eid(0t0¢) ypd(pupata).

@3 Bagnal. R. S., Egypt in Late Antiquaty (Princeton University Press, 1993), 231.
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Y=A G byl 8 JEY) o) s gl 8 sy ssnllS) Caie Jindy (S 53
Calls Cipay (01TOAGYOL) (ssastsimd) [N (p3lae o lial ) asladas and (a3
() a1 Gusa sl ia) Wpaal el e 2Ly 5h
D% Ao lyde da g cdnand) GGG 8 ¢GusnysulilQ eels Jof ()5S0 Ly
PA a3 £0/67 aladl N aan ¢ ysdd) Gy e Jpeanll cilill dalig cosal)
s Ainall Lbia) /ol s 0Shaa waB8) Gag (o3 ¥V =0 ) 1ilyslS ALl oS 5538
()l o Gl Y o iyl (G0pBOROY) ] ) ey (a5 L3 (B oans
OV s sysdinall Bl 8 JAY) e gl 138 U8 alaia¥l 13gs saad oy
s ype P (ki elial () usnysanlilSl (e Bpsbea all a8l 8 ¢l aay
¥ s (Va3 VA el sl G Leilen ) oo o lag I amally
fe 3 VA 3 Adype canlin) b els Sy Gl lShn ol (e pensens (a3
(tomdplxn(s)  xal s snBlSlls syl gl ((Heraklitos) (s s—ulShas (s
Aoaall any o D) )las ¢ lif) 45 (Dioskurides) sysSass S katacmoped(s))
s (an) e adll (g @byl 3yde (Limnaios) owsiiad () (Machatas) ubilale ) 1<
G (alY) Ganan) & ead oS (e Cppally QD alall 3 (L20) sl e cagal)
Blas e 1(Tou) 55 () Cre Al Leeyi (A G dal o il il L) L]
o) (Theodorides) Guay)sdss 33l e ¢Cilys )l T (Hieroninos) _wsisis it o) (wsilad shay
Brdie sl Yo (gsladi cayg )l V€ ¢(Epiphanios) (usslis) 33l daadall (Agenor) i
O pdialls Gl el ccaalyf Bpde .. HSAN Adllsn el o cadl Vv gl el (e )

Brashear. W. M., The Archive of Athenodoros (and assorted documents of the Augustan
period), Vol. 16 of Agyptische Urkunden aus den Staatlichen Museen Berlin: Griechische
Urkunden (Staatliche Museen zu Berlin Preussischer Kulturbesitz: Berlin, 1995), 17.
BGU. 8. 1853 (46/45 BC Herakleopolite) “[ Jvwv tod &vog at@dv Alodwpou €k 10D
HECOVU YEYOVOTOG, GEW® €av @aivntal Tapemypadal tdL Ofwvt €y80obal pot T®dV
mpokelpevwy (mupod) k /TO kabijkov ovpfolov, [6]tws kal kaepol év mapadoxiit
yévntat [u]mo tol ‘Qplwvog, TovTou 8¢ yevopévou Suvnoopatl avté xeoBal Tiig g[ig] T
éveomkos { (£to6) kataomopds kal unBev éumodiov yivintal, toxw &\&/ Tiig ofig
avtnPews. evTuyel”. '

@ BGU. 16. 2560; 2561; 2562; 2563; 2570.

@ BGU. 16. 2564; 2565; 2573.
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ARl (Kastor) )silS la e aysl o Akl Gasssllsd Bla e 0l 1(Phys)
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USla 4338 (0 e 38 Ul g giaans 2 (M)l Zay) 8 Ll ¢ gy punllS
sl sy aalas salsl 5amy LS LaadISs gy snlilS 433K s 5854l

@8 BGU. 16. 2560 (8/7 BC Herakleopolites).
@) BGU. 16. 2565 (3/2 BC Herakleopolites).
(YA) (YY) Gslad) )

@1 sB. 5. 8755; 8756 (49/48 or 78 BC Herakleopolites); Henrik Zilliacus “Neue Ptolemiertexte
zum Kornstransport und Saatdarlehen" Aegyptus, 19 (1939): 59-76.

©2) Lijvia Capponi, Augustan Egypt: The Creation of a Roman Province (London & New York:
Routledge, 2005), 130.

®3) Ljvia Capponi, Augustan Egypt, 45 note 153.

9 BGU. 16. 2560 (8/7 BC Herakleopolites).

®BGU. 16. 2565 (3/2 BC Herakleopolites).
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Epimerismos. Betrachtungen zur Zwangspacht in Agypten wahrend der Prinzipatszeit,
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27 - Eine Richtigstellung.,” ZPE, 126 (1999): 225-227.
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Friedrich Oertel, Die Liturgie: Studien zur Ptoleméischen und Kaiserlichen Verwaltung
Agyptens, (Leipzig: B. G. Teubner, 1917), 188-189; Naphtali Lewis, Inventory of Compulsory
Services in Ptolemaic and Roman Egypt, Volume 3 of (American Studies in Papyrology, vol.
111, American Society of Papyrologists, New Haven and Toronto, 1966). s.v Katacmopeia,
kotacmopedg; Danielle Bonneau, Le Régime Administratif De L'eau Du Nil Dans I'Egypte
Grecque, Romaine et Byzantine,169-170; Pieter J. Sijpesteijn, Penthemeros-Certificates in
Graeco-Roman egpyt, Papyrologica Lugduno-Batava, Vol. 12 (Lugdunum Batavorum: E.J.
Brill 1964): 15-16; Elmaghrabi, Hassan Mohammed Abdalla, “An edition of unpublished
Greek papyrus documents from Roman Egypt.” Doctoral Thesis, Durham University (1982).
Available at Durham E-Theses Online: http://etheses.dur.ac.uk/7627/, 215-216; De Kat
Eliassen, Martha. H., "Six Documents Concerning Penthemeros from the Oslo Papyrus
Collection," Symbolae Osloenses: Norwegian Journal of Greek and Latin Studies, 40 (1965):
40-42.
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®9 Danielle Bonneau, Le Régime Administratif De L'eau Du Nil Dans I'Egypte Grecque, Romaine
et Byzantine,170-171.
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9 Sjjpesteijn, P. J., Penthemeros - Certificates in Graeco-Roman Egpyt,3-4.

©9) 5B, 16. 12989 (A. D 214 Memphis) = SB. 6. 9626.

©7 Friedrich Oertel, Die Liturgie: Studien zur Ptolemaischen und Kaiserlichen Verwaltung
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Agyptens, 64; Edmund Harris Kase, Papyri in the Princeton University Collections, 38-39.

) Sijpesteijn, P. J., Penthemeros - Certificates in Graeco-Roman Egpyt,1-2; 1 note 6; 83.

9 Danielle Bonneau, Le Régime Administratif De L'eau Du Nil Dans I'Egypte Grecque, Romaine
et Byzantine, 169.

9 sijjpesteijn, P. J., Penthemeros - Certificates in Graeco-Roman Egpyt, 1 note 6; 7.
Eliassen, Martha. H., "Six Documents Concerning Penthemeros from the Oslo Papyrus
Collection,” Symbolae Osloenses: Norwegian Journal of Greek and Latin Studies, 40 (1965):
41-42.
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(2 3B. 1. 5124 (AD 193 Tebtynis); Danielle Bonneau, Le Régime Administratif De L'eau Du Nil
Dans I'Egypte Grecque, Romaine et Byzantine, 170.

) BGU. 13. 2264. Col. I1. II. 1-19 (AD 198 Arsinoite).

9 BGU. 13. 2265. col. 1, . 7; col. 2, 1. 8 (AD 206 Arsinoite).

5 p Bour. 39 (111 Cent. AD Arsinoite).

® Johnson, A. C., Roman Egypt to the Reign of Diocletian, An Economic Survey of Ancient Rome,
20; Danielle Bonneau, Le Régime Administratif De L'eau Du Nil Dans I'Egypte Grecque,
Romaine et Byzantine, 169; P. Petaus. 52, Intro. p. 216.
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©0p_Erl. 89 (1-7 Cent. A D).

& p_ petaus, 52, Intro. p. 216

®9) Friedrich Oertel, Die Liturgie: Studien zur Ptolemaischen und Kaiserlichen Verwaltung
Agyptens, 188.; Sijpesteijn,P. J., Penthemeros-Certificates in Graeco-Roman Egpyt, 15; P
Mich. 11. 617, p. 54, note 4.
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19 p Fay. 118 (A.D 110 Euhemeria); Olsson, B., Papyrusbriefe Aus Der Friihesten Romerzeit:
Inaugural Dissertation. Herausgegeben von Bror Olsson. Pp. xii + 240. Uppsala: (Almquist
and Wiksells Boktryckeri, A.—B., 1925), 172-174.
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N. Hohlwein, ‘Le vétéran Lucius Bellienus Gemellus, Gentleman-Farmer au Fayoum’, EdP 8
(1957): 69-91; J. Lindsay, Daily Life in Roman Egypt, (London, 1963), 258-265; E. Seidl,
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